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Hard work the seeds of success

Valpo landscapers have worked

Welcome to Big Enough to
Succeed, where once a month,
the Porter County Community
Business Page features a suc-
cessful local independent bust-
ness. This month, we look at the
success story of Smally Land-
m{fch Valparaiso.

ancy Marshall and

Becky Whitacer have

been to the homes of
former Chicago White Sox
stars Carlton Fisk and Ron
Kittle, They've met with Na-
ticn of Islam leader Louis Far-
rakhan and Fox news anchor
Walter Jacobson.

They've even met Oprah.,

Despite these conbections,
Whitacer and Marshall arent
celebrities. The two sisters are
landstapers, owners of
Small's Landscaping, Inc. in
Valparaiso. And they count
the above stars among their
maore than 3,000 clients.

Of course, the sisters dom’t
limit their landscaping talents
to celebrities. They also might
do the landscaping of your
peighbor or the guy who lives
down the street. These days,
the sisters are doing quite
welw';’:;tn‘t dare call them
an SUCOESS S10TY.

“Its been a long haul® Mar-
shal] snid. “Itk taken ot of
hard work t get wherne we are”

for everyone from celebrities
. to the guy next door

Whitacer and Marshall the job, it¥all planted and pret.
prove once again that busi- m‘l&iamw .
nesses don't have to be big or Smally
part of a national chain to 12 acres of land In Villparaisg,
succeed. But they alsoprove  land that is filled with home-
toughing it out is the real key bushes, trees and dow-
to business success. e for the move to a

Though the sisters srearels-  client's yard, Tt not a garden
tively new presence in Porter centes, though, and is not
County, having moved their open m the When
business to Vi justlast  opening centey, Marshall
My, they aret longrime veterans  and Whitnoer decided to con-
of the businesy centrate only on the Jandscap-
Their motherand Bather started  ing end of the business,
a landscaping end garden omn- “If we were runining
ter business more than 50years  den oenter, too, that would be
ago. Graduatly thesisters took ~ tvo mmach to handle at once,
mlilnm &ﬁﬂn heepnm.focus.‘m“
by cm our
bhudlding up thelr dient base, and Marshail

But even though ity taken  plan, design and install every.
a lot of hard work, both Mar- = from gardens and retain-
shall and Whitacer say they'd walls to magsive ponds
choose no other businexs. streams for their cliesnts.

“This Dusinesy s different ‘Thery dften end up working
every day,” Whitacer suid, “Tts ~ with their cugtomery for years
never the same. Iy alwaysa dif- st a time, adding bits and
ferent chatlenge to male peo- pieces to their gardens,
ple proud of thelr homes when And the sisters don't Just
they drive upto them. When1  stick to Porier Mar.
first come: up to a kot of houses,  shall, for Inxtance, has Mown
theres nothing thers But then Lo  winesy in California for

when you Jeavwe at the end of

Tour vears. perfectine thar

client’s landscaping.

Each of the sisters has tack-
led several intripuing projects

their careers. But some

do ghand out. Whitacer remem-
‘hers working on a home in For-
est Beach Estates, an upper-end
subdivision in New Buffalo. She
landsesiped this house so thar
it a stitch of grass showed. She
Installed a retaining wall and all
memner of ground-cover plants,
areating the illusion of a lawn
where none exasted.

Marshall once built a gar-
den on a homeowner's garage

. roaf in Chicago, where resi-

denis often have to create
flower beds and lawns where
they were never intended to
be. Marshall filled the roof
with unusual potted flowers,
giving the homeowner an oa-
§is in an urban environment.

She’s also been working for
the Jast two years on a project
in Yalparaiso, a project that's
required her to load massive
slabs of New York blue stone
to the homse to create a Jarge
retaining wall. She' also cre-
ated a pergola for the project,
and is working on a 80-foot
stream and pond.

“You really do get to be
creative in this field,” Whilac.
er said. “And that's the most
enjoyable part of it.”

For imore information about
Stadls Landscaping, call the
company ot {219 476.7400



